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Ozone is a gas in the atmosphere that protects everything living on the Earth from harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays
from the Sun. Without the layer of ozone in the atmosphere, it would be very difficult for anything to survive on the
surface. Ozone layer (stratospheric ozone) is a high concentration of ozone molecules about 30 to 50 km altitude
(stratosphere). The main function of the ozone layer is to absorb the Sun's ultraviolet radiation, hence protecting
the Earth from its harmful effects. Ozone is produced naturally in the stratosphere when highly energetic solar
radiation strikes molecules of oxygen, 02, and cause the two oxygen atoms to split apart in a process called
photolysis. ... Most of the ozone in the stratosphere is formed over the equatorial belt, where the level of solar
radiation is greatest. It is however less known that ozone can be artificially produced, so that it can be used for

water treatment. Ozone generators can create ozone artificially by means of extremely high voltages or by means of
UV-light. Both methods involve the decomposition of the oxygen molecule. This causes oxygen radical formation.
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